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To all whom it may concerm:

Beit known that I, WiLLiaAM GRAY, of Hart-
ford, in the county of Hartford and State of
Connecticut, have invented certain new and

5 useful Improvements in Body-Protectors, of
which the following is a description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
where—

. Figure 1 is a view of my device as fastened
to the person of a-ball-player, and showing it
in use. Fig. 2is an edge view of my device,
with part cut away to show the intérior.
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My invention relates to the class of devices

used to protect the body of persons engaged
in athletic sports from blows of the implements
used, although it is equally well adapted for a
like use in various other occupations.

It consists, mainly, of an. air-cushion of
special form; made of any air-tight material,
as india-rubber cloth, the whole having trans-
verse corrugations.

This devme is particularly adapted for use
by the cateher in base-ball games, as his posi-
tion, close behind the batter, in many instances,
with ‘“dead?’’ balls and swift pitching, exposes
him to painful and dangerous blows from the
-ball unexpectedly turned from its course;-as
by a *foul tip.”’ .

In the accompanymg drawings, the letter a
denotes the cushion as & whole, ‘made of india-
rubber cloth or other equivalent material im-
pervious fo air, and having the transverse cor-
rugations b, which render the cushion flexible
in the direction of its length. This cushionis
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shaped to conform to the outline of the upper
part of the body of the wearer, being broadest
about the central part that covers the stomach,
eut away at the upper part to allow free mo-
tion of the head and arms, and having the nar-
40 .rowedlower part, ¢, which projects downward,

35

{No model.)

and while in nowise impeding the movements

of the wearer, protects him in all positions.
The special funetion and utility of this part ¢
are obvious by reference to Fig.1 of the draw-
ings. 45
A strap, d, fast to the upper edge of the
cushion, serves to suspend it from the neck of

a pelson, and the belt e holds it about the
waist. e
The cushion is inflated by means of the valve 50
f, of the form and material common to air-
cushions; foot-balls, and the like. .

The protector, when notinflated, canbe read-
ily folded into small compass for packing or.
transportation, and ‘it is easily and quickly in- 55
flated for use, as by blowing through the valve,
opened for that purpose and then closed.

I claim as my invention—

1. As a new article of manufacture,a body-
protector of the within-deseribed class, made 60
of air-tight material, conforming in general
outline to the part protected and having a
narrowed lower extremity, the whole prov1ded
with means for inflation and for securing it to ‘
the body of the wearer, all substantially as de- 65.
seribed. :

2. As a body- protecbor, the air-cushion, of
the within-described shape, hfwmg lateral cor-
rugations, whereby the cushion is rendered
flexible longitudinally, all substantially as de- 70 :
seribed.

3. In combination, the air-cushion a, havmg
the transverse corrugations b and the narrowed
lower extremity, c, “Fhe air-valve f, and the
strap d and belt e, all substantially as de- .75

scribed.
VVILLIAM GRAY.
‘Witnesses:
CuAs. L. BURDETT,
Epwin F. DIMOCE.




